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Topography and land use in Japan
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 Many mountains, little flat land.

 Plains had been fully developed and populated by the 18th century
e Satoyama is also heavily logged

e Artificial forests increase after 1950
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* Mountains
No longer logged, secondary forests or planted coniferous forests..

e Secondary forests are generally good for animals because there is
more food for them. Artificial forests have no food and few organisms.
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Percentage of inhabitable area

+[E Y19 National average 32.9 %
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Some prefectures 60~70%

RABHF  Kyoto prefecture 25.5%
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Most of the arable flat land has been cleared.
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* Development of new rice paddies flourished during
the Edo period

e After the Meiji era, it progressed in Hokkaido.
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Changes in the area of arable land
1956-2015

Field (other than paddy filed)

Paddy field
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http://www.maff.go.jp/j/nousin/tik
ei/houkiti/pdf/2804 genjo.pdf
2016/06/14
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http://www.maff.go.jp/j/nousin/tikei/houkiti/pdf/2804_genjo.pdf
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In Japan, flatlands are home to many people

By the mid-Edo period, all development had been
completed

Wild animals live in the remaining mountains.
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There were no trees on the plains, and
they used the trees in the satoyama
(mountains near the village).
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What was happening to the satoyama?
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Trees were cut down for fuel and lumber. The
mountain was turned into a bald mountain.
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http://business.nikkeibp.co.jp/atclemf/15/239634/080300003 2016/06/09
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There was less greenery in the past. Bald mountains
are everywhere in Japan
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They logged for fuel and wood in the mountains.
Suddenly stopped using them in the 1950s
Shift in fuel Wood and charcoal - oil
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http://cse.ffpri.affrc.go.jp/akema/public/satoyama/satoyama.html 2016/06/16
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